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every peasant and workman in the Soviet Union as
much of an employe of the community, of the state,
as a postman is, or a tax collector and, in special cir-
cumstances, even as a soldier, is an inalienable part of
the Stalin plans.
The fundamental conception in which the Soviet
industrialization programme is grounded is mistrust
of Western, or "capitalist" civilization. Communist
Russia, it is felt by the Soviet leaders, must be pre-
pared for war at any time. Raw materials will deter-
mine the victories of the future. Hence the Soviet
Union must become completely independent of the
rest of the world in the matter of raw materials. Since
the year 1919 three hundred and seventy individual
scientific expeditions, financed by the Soviet govern-
ment, have plumbed the resources of the country.
Literally thousands of engineers and geologists, chem-
ists, metallurgists, physicists have probed and lo-
cated Russia's hidden wealth of natural resources. The
laying of new railroads, the digging of new canals,
the construction of new dams have been planned with
a view to making the most of these resources.
Heavy industries come next in order. In prewar
Russia light industry predominated. In the Soviet pro-
gramme light industries, the industries which are to
relieve the country's famine of manufactured com-
modities, corne third, or last. It was planned originally
by the Soviet government to allay this famine in manu-
factured goods in the closing year or year and a half